
About TCPN:  
TCPN is a department within Region 4 Education Service Center, which is a governmental entity in the State of Texas. •

Regional Education Service Centers were established by the Texas Legislature in 1967 and are currently governed by Chapter 8 of 
the Texas Education Code. 

◦

As a governmental entity in the State of Texas, TCPN must follow all applicable state and federal procurement requirements when 
issuing solicitations and awarding contracts.

◦

TCPN takes legal compliance very seriously. •
TCPN has gone to great lengths (including a detailed and ongoing consultation with outside legal counsel) to develop procedures 
that ensure legal compliance in the solicitation and awarding of contracts. 

◦

TCPN is, to our knowledge, the only governmental purchasing cooperative that has received and maintains ISO 9001:2008 
certification validating the consistency with which established procedures are followed. 

◦

TCPN has an impeccable record of offering quality contracts that are in complete compliance with all State procurement 
requirements.

◦

 
About the Office Supply RFP:  

The current office supply RFP was advertised, evaluated, and awarded in accordance with Texas law and consistent with established 
internal procedures in the same manner as all TCPN contracts. 

•

Nine suppliers submitted sealed proposals to TCPN, and after the initial evaluation four suppliers were awarded a contract in 
February 2010.

◦

One supplier (Office Depot) was put through an extended evaluation period during which TCPN did additional due diligence. During 
this period Office Depot answered questions and addressed all outstanding issues.   

◦

After concluding the extended evaluation, TCPN determined Office Depot met the criteria necessary to receive a contract and Office 
Depot's offerings would benefit the TCPN membership. 

◦

Throughout the entire process, TCPN staff sought out and acted on the advice of both internal and external legal counsel regarding 
the Office Supply RFP to ensure that all steps taken by TCPN staff met or exceeded all state procurement requirements. 

◦

 
About the E-Mails: 

The author is a former Office Depot employee, David Sherwin. According to Office Depot and a March 28, 2009 article in the Florida 
Naples News Mr. Sherwin was terminated for workplace misconduct in April 2008.

•

The e-mails typically allege some kind of misconduct or impropriety by TCPN in the evaluation/award of the Office Depot contract and 
calls for investigations into his allegations. These e-mail blasts are routinely sent to an extensive list of individuals, institutions and 
organizations in multiple states.

•

Sending e-mails full of accusations and innuendos is not a new practice for Mr. Sherwin. Shortly after his termination from Office 
Depot Mr. Sherwin began sending emails regarding Office Depot’s contract with the U.S. Communities purchasing cooperative, which 
was Office Depot’s primary cooperative at the time. Once Office Depot made TCPN its primary purchasing cooperative, Mr. Sherwin 
shifted his attention to the TCPN contract. 

•

Allegations - Two of the author’s more popular allegations are: •
TCPN took a bribe in exchange for awarding a contract to Office Depot◦
The Office Depot contract with TCPN is under formal investigation◦

TCPN Response: •
TCPN has not, nor has any TCPN employee received any kind of “bribe” or special benefit in relation to the award of any contract 
including the contract awarded to Office Depot.

◦

There is no merit to any claims made by Mr. Sherwin regarding the TCPN/Office Depot contract. In fact, TCPN took extra steps to 
ensure all actions with regards to the award of this contract were in strict compliance with the laws of the State of Texas.

◦

The Texas State Auditor's Office and the Texas Education Agency have followed up on complaints filed by Mr. David Sherwin 
regarding the Office Depot contract award. Both have investigated his allegations and closed the investigations without adverse 
finding or action against TCPN.

◦

 
If anyone has any concern regarding TCPN they are encouraged to contact TCPN directly as we would be pleased to share factual 
information with them.
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